
viii                                                                                                                www.4CEUINC.com 

Table of Contents 
 
 

NATURAL LATEX ....................................................................... 1  

History of the Rubber Tree .................................................................... 1 

Manufacturing of Latex Products ........................................................... 1 

 

LATEX PRODUCTS IN HEALTHCARE ............................................ 2  

Medical Products that May Contain Latex ............................................... 3 

Powdered Latex Gloves ......................................................................... 3 

Who Can Be Affected By Latex Products Used in Healthcare? .................. 4 

Healthcare Workers .......................................................................................... 4 

Patients .......................................................................................................... 4 

Hidden Sources of Latex ....................................................................... 5 

 

CLINICAL REACTIONS TO LATEX ................................................ 6  

Symptoms ............................................................................................ 7 

Types of Reactions to Latex .................................................................. 7 

Irritant Contact Dermatitis ................................................................................. 8 

Cell-Mediated Contact Dermatitis ........................................................................ 8 

IgE-Mediated Latex Allergy ................................................................................ 8 

 

DIAGNOSING LATEX ALLERGY ................................................... 8  

Patient History ..................................................................................... 9 

Objective Testing to Determine Latex Allergy ........................................ 9 

Skin Testing .................................................................................................... 9 

Serology Testing .............................................................................................. 9 

Provocation Testing .......................................................................................... 9 

Testing for Allergy to Latex Cross-Reactive Foods ................................................. 10 

 

DISEASE MANAGEMENT .......................................................... 10  

Avoiding cross-reactive foods ............................................................. 10 

 

REFERENCES .......................................................................... 11  




